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NARRATION:  

No substance on earth is more precious than fresh water.  It sustains an extraordinary diversity of life -- the mightiest tree, the most delicate creature, our greatest cities, our most humble villages.  
Every living thing that dwells on land or lives in rivers, creeks, ponds, lakes, or streams draws life from it.  This is a magical world, filled with fast flowing streams, mysterious shrouded swamps, deep lakes, flooded forests, quiet bogs and secret places. 
In every corner of our world, plants, animals, and mankind flourish wherever life-giving fresh water can be found.  

However much we are told of the importance of fresh water, a true appreciation can still be hard to come by.  But what if you could see, up close, the life that lives in it?  What if you could learn about the rivers of the world and the fresh water environments that surround them?  
We believe that if you can see, then you can begin to understand.  That understanding is taking place at the Tennessee Aquarium. 

The Tennessee Aquarium is the world's largest aquarium dedicated to displaying fresh water environments.  Its location, on the banks of the Tennessee River in Chattanooga, is ideal for the story that unfolds within.    

The Aquarium tells the story of rivers and the life that lives in and around them.  And it tells the story of one river in particular, the Tennessee.  
This river provides a natural backdrop for the grand epic of fresh water.  The state of Tennessee contains more species of fish than any other state in the nation.  
There are as many as 50 to 60 species of fish that live only in the waters of the Tennessee River and its tributaries.  The region that drains into it contains more species of trees and plants than can be found in all of Europe.  
Indeed the entire Southeastern United States, from the Tennessee River to the Gulf of Mexico, is one of the most biologically rich regions on earth, exceeded only by the world's rain forests.  

A visit to the Tennessee Aquarium begins by going up, physically and symbolically, to the high country where fresh water originates.    

Located four stories up, the Cove Forest provides an ideal introduction to the story of fresh water.  

This is a re-creation of a cove forest in the Smoky Mountains.  A mountain cove is an emerald refuge between mountain ridges.  It's formed by the tireless work of a tumbling stream, which cuts a deep ravine in stubborn rock.  

Clinging to the steep sides of the ravine is fresh water in a multitude of forms.  As rain -- a cove forest can get as much as a hundred inches a year.  A trickling mountain seep.  Or a gently soaking morning mist.  This ever present cloak of fog is the source of many a mountain name, including the Blue Ridge and Smoky mountains.

In a cove forest, fresh water is everywhere.  It collects in small streamlets. . . gathers force and builds. . .

And makes a thundering headlong rush down steep mountainsides to the valley below.

And wherever there is fresh water, there is life.  Another word for fresh water is aquatic.  Aquatic life is to fresh water what marine life is to oceans.  A cove forest abounds with aquatic life.  

A Smoky Mountain Cove Forest is the realm of trout.  Brook, brown, and rainbow.  Trout need clear, clean, fast moving water.  A tumbling mountain stream suits them just fine.

